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. Contrary to the situation in the testis, in the rat ovary the HCG-receptorprotein is not constitutively expressed during development. Ovarian tissues of prenatal, newborn and 5-day old rats do not specifically bind HCG (Presl et al., 1972 ; Siebers et al., 1977) . HCG receptors in the rat ovary are first detected during postnatal development between days 6 and 8, which coincides with the onset of LH or HCG sensitivity of the postnatal ovary (Lamprecht et al., 1973 ; Presl et al., 1969 ; Lamprecht et al., 1976 (Siebers et al., 1977) . In a further experiment the ovaries of 26-day old rats were preincubated with 125 !_HCG for 30 min at 37 °C.
One part was treated with neuraminidase afterwards as described above, and the other served as a control. The amount of 125 !-HCG in the pellet and supernatant of both parts was determined after 2 washings.
Results.
The ovaries of newborn and 5-day-old rats did not specifically bind 125 !-HCG (table 1) (Presl et al., 1972 ; Siebers et al., 1977) . The ovaries first become sensitive to endogenous or exogenous LH or HCG with respect to cAMP production and steroid biosynthesis, with the appearance of the specific LH/HCG receptor between 6 and 8 days of age (Lamprecht et at., 1973 (Lamprecht et at., ,1976 (Cuatrecasas, 1971) . However, the mechanism of receptor activation is unknown. From the observation that bovine brain gangliosides (Lee et al., 1976) 
